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Professor Charles Eliot Norton, founder and first 
president of the Archaeological Institute of America, died at 
his home in Cambridge, Mass., October 21, 1908. He was 
born at Cambridge, November 16, 1827, and was graduated 
at Harvard College in 1846. After his graduation he entered 
a commercial office in Boston, and in 1849 went as supercargo 
to India, where he remained about two years. Somewhat later 
he spent about two years in Europe, and he was again in 
Europe for five years, from 1868 to 1873. He was made Pro- 
fessor of the History of Art at Harvard University in 1874, 
and served in that capacity until 1898, when he resigned and 
became Professor Emeritus. He received the degree of Litt. D. 
from the University of Cambridge, England, in 1884, that of 
L.H.D. from Columbia University in 1885, that of LL.D. from 
Harvard in 1887 and from Yale in 1901, and that of L.H.D. 
from Oxford in 1900. He was also a regular member of the 
Imperial German Archaeological Institute. 
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In 1879 Professor Norton founded the Archaeological 
Institute of America, and became its first President, an 
office which he held until 1890. The excavation of Assos, 
in Asia Minor, the founding of the American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens, and the expeditions of Mr. Ban- 
delier to the American Southwest, fall within the period of 
his presidency. At the same time the Institute increased its 
membership, and became less and less a local Boston society 
and more and more national in character. Professor Norton 
did not lose interest in the Institute after his resignation 
from the presidency, but continued almost to the end of his 
life to aid its officers by his advice and counsel. His ad- 
dresses at the meetings held at New Haven (^A,J,A, IV, 
1900, pp. 1-16) and at Boston {A, J, A. IX, 1905, p. 66) will 
be long remembered by all who were present. 

As a lecturer Professor Norton was inspiring and eleva- 
ting. His diction was careful, refined, and scholarly, his 
delivery fluent without haste, free from all oratorical excres- 
cences, but not monotonous. In form and substance his 
lectures were excellent examples of the good taste and 
culture which he wished to cultivate in his hearers. He 
exerted himself also to be of use to his pupils outside of 
the classroom, and many a graduate of Harvard College owes 
him a debt of gratitude for inspiration, aid, and counsel. 
For many years his house was open at Christmas to receive 
those students whose homes were so far away that they 
could not visit them in the holidays. 

Professor Norton was essentially a man of letters. He 
was the friend of many eminent literary men, among them 
Longfellow, Lowell, and Ruskin. He was the author of 
Considerations on Some Recent Social Theories^ of Historical 
Studies of Church Building in the Middle Ages^ and of Notes 
of Travel and Study in Italy; he was the editor of the North 
American Review from 1862 to 1868 ; he translated Dante's 
Vita Nuova and Divina Commedia^ and edited the Writings 
of Greorge William Curtis, the Correspondence of Carlyle and 
Emerson, the Correspondence of Groethe and Carlyle, the Remi- 
niscences and Letters of Thomas Carlyle, and the Letters of John 
Ruskin, His literary and artistic interests were wide, em- 
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bracing all periods from ancient times to our own day, though 
Dante and Italian art were the chief objects of his special study. 

Although he refrained from active personal participation 
in politics, Professor Norton was an outspoken advocate of 
those public policies and tendencies which he regarded as 
right, and an equally outspoken critic of those which he 
considered wrong. No fear of unpopularity hindered the 
free expression of his opinions ; nor were his utterances with- 
out influence upon many, even among those who disagreed 
with him. The annual dinners in aid of Sanderson Acad- 
emy at Ashfield, Mass., at which he presided for many years, 
were memorable occasions, which derived their importance 
quite as much from the words of the ''Master of the Feast" 
as from those of the distinguished speakers who were invited 
to deliver addresses. 

Not only the members of the Archaeological Institute, which 
he founded, and the many graduates of Harvard College whom 
he has influenced, but all who respect the public-spirited 
citizen, the scholar, and the man of letters, must grieve that 
his long life has reached its end. 

H. N. F. 



